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vision. In the matter of German rearmament and the
real menace of the Nazi dictatorship his voice and his
judgment have never faltered. He it was who first
described the dimensions of the armaments Hitler
was building. The public were sceptical. Baldwin
denied his figures and later withdrew his denial. But
Baldwin was so reliable and Churchill so untrust-
worthy that Baldwin remained the object of public
esteem.
Churchill was never taken in by the dreadfully
successful pro-German propaganda that flooded over
this country. Since the militarization of the Rhineland
in 1936, with one serious set-back, Churchill's repu-
tation for clearsightedness has been rising. The one
reverse was the occasion of the Munich agreement
when most of the nation suspended their powers
of judgment to acclaim "peace with honour." But
there were enough people awake to the improbability
of Hitler's character having undergone a magic
change through contact with Mr. Chamberlain to
give Churchill a hearing. In a few short months
he and those who agreed with him were bitterly
vindicated. It is but rarely that a politician enjoys
any credit for being right. But Churchill has, in
matters of foreign policy, become so oracular that
the validity of his warnings is causing people to take
note.
I am bound to give a few further quotations. In
November 1936 Churchill repeated in the House his
warning about our unpreparedness. "The Govern-
ment go on in strange paradox, decided only to be
undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for
drift, solid for fluidity, all powerful to be impotent